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Instructions for authors

Generalities

The journal accepts any original article, presenting
new studies on any aspect of basic, applied and deve-
lopment research. The article can be of a scientific or
technical nature and relates to arid or semi-arid zones.
Submitted articles must not have been published in
another journal.

It is recommended that articles be written in editorial
form by limiting the classification levels, no more
than three levels of titles and headings, and ensuring
a balance between the text itself and the illustrations
(boxes, tables, figures, and photos). When author uses
a figure or table from another source (other publica-
tion), he must indicate the origin of the document
after obtaining the reproduction right in advance.

Language
Articles can be written in Arabic, English or French.
Types of manuscript

Should be specified on the first page when submitting
a manuscript.

Research article: Unpublished contribution from a
comprehensive study. This type of article is typically
about ten pages and about 3,000 to 4,000 words.

Short communication (Note): new observation or
report of experience in a context relevant to the topics
covered by the review. This type of article is typical-
ly a five to seven page document and approximately
2,000 to 3,000 words.

Synthesis article: Critical and original review of spe-
cific topics of current interest or a field of advanced
research. This type of article is typically about twenty
pages and about 6,000 to 8,000 words.

Presentation

The manuscript must be written in electronic format
in double spacing with a font 12. The preferred for-
mat for the text is Word. It is recommended to avoid
PDF or PostScript type formats.

The first page of the submission must contain the
main title with its English translation, the authors, the
institutions involved, the name and contact informa-
tion of the corresponding author.

The second page must include a French summary of
250 words maximum, an abstract in English (exact
translation), and a maximum of 6 keywords in French
and English (exact translation). In the case of the

article in Arabic, the second page must include an
Arabic abstract of 250 words maximum, an abstract
in English (exact translation), and a maximum of 6
keywords in Arabic and English (exact translation).

The article outline will be classically organized as
follows: Introduction, Materials and Methods, Re-
sults and Discussion, Conclusions. Bibliographic
references appear after the conclusion.

Units, abbreviations and symbols

Use the metric system (International Units) as often
as possible. Note for example these abbreviations:
gram, g; kilogram, kg; liter, L; milligram, mg; micro-
gram, pug; ml, mL; centimeter, cm; International Unit,
U.I.; milliequivalent, mEq; seconds, s; minutes, min;
hours, h.

All abbreviations, usual or otherwise, medical and
scientific terms must be explained when they first
appear in the text.

Nomenclature

The Latin names of genera and species, the Latin
phrases will be in italic or underlined.

Illustrations

The figures and tables of the article are incorporated
and joined on separate pages placed after the biblio-
graphical references. Each illustration must have a
short explanatory legend.

Bibliographical references

In the current text, references to authors of articles
are in lower case, without a comma before the year,
ex: Chevalier (2001), Chevalier (2001, 2002), (Che-
valier 2000; Ruzin 2002), (Chevalier & Ruzin 2003),
(Chevalier et al. 2005), Chevalier (2001: 1; 2003: 4),
Chevalier (2001: fig. 2).

In the bibliography, journal names should not be ab-
breviated. The references are presented in alphabeti-
cal order as below:

For journal articles:

Charrouf Z, Pumareda L, Henry F, (2006) Valorisa-
tion des feuilles d’arganier: impact environnemental.
Bois et Foréts des Tropique 287:35-44

For books:

Ruzin SE (1999) Plant microtechnique and micros-
copy. Oxford University Press, New York.
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